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Whitaker

Prompts for KY’s On-demand Writing Test, 2006/07
Weight of On-demand Writing in Accountability Index for Writing: 50%

Grade Levels:

3: 1 Sample, 60 minutes

8: 1 Sample, 60 minutes

12: 1 Sample, 60 minutes
1 Sample, 60 minutes
(passage-based prompt)

31 12 MC (revising and editing)

8: 12 MC (revising and editing)

1
Narrate an Incident to Support
information
An Idea, Opinion, Position, etc.
Example:
Directions:
Write an editorial for your school
newspaper about the importance
of rules. Support your idea hy

writing about a time when knowing

the rules proved to be important.

Kind of Writing for All Prompts: Transactive

Prompt Structure:
Background/Situation: Establishes a Realistic Context;
Provides Information: Engages Student Writer

Directions/Writing Task: Establishes Purpose, Reader, Form

Forms:

Letter (e. m, h)
Article (e, m, h)
LEditorial (m, h)
speech (m, h)

Note: At the HS level, some prompts may include reading materials,

and students will be expected to respond to and refer (o the

materials in their writing.

Broad Purposes for Writing:

2
Persuade Readers to Take Action or to

Accept an Idea, Opinion, Conclusion, etc.
Example:

Directions:

Write the text of a Speech to be given to the
city council outlining your solution to one of
two problems: cruising or loitering in the
community. Convince the council to try your
plan.

Analvtical Scoring Based on KY Scorins Rubric:

Scorers assign points for designated areas of the writing:

__Content: Purpose and Audience;
Idea Development and Support
_ Structure:  (rganization (unity and coherence);

Sentences (structure and length)
—Conventions: Language (grammar, usage, word choice)

3
Inform: Present

and explanation

Example:

Directions:

Write a letier to be given to
new students at your school
to help them understand
ways to be successful at the
school.



Whilaker
(11-2-05)

“Best Practices” for Helping Students Develop as Writers

Following is a selected list of practices that are widely advocated in professional literature as
effective ways to help students develop as writers {and engage in writing to promote their learning),

1. Create a positive, supportive envirommenl for stndent writers and For writing,

2. Arrange for sindents to write for a variety of purposes they find meaningful, relevant to their
lives, expericnces, interests and to their study in a well-desipned unit of study.

3. Organize systematically for writing (writing workshop, writing time, writer’s noteboolk).

4. “Invite writing.” Lead students into the writing (c.g., through reading, observing, talking,

listening, observing, inquiry, drawing un a learning journal or writer's nutebook). Engage studenis

in writing.

5. Present and thoroughly discuss the writing task, the student’s goals in writing.

6. Help students understand and apply importanl criteria for writing (throngh, for example, mini-lessons,
reading, handouts, annoiation of samples, modeling, exercises in a writer’s notebook, conferences,

student collaboration, ete.).

7. Help stnlents plan/define their writing lask (use of a planning form, praphic organizer, writer’s
notebool, conferences, collaboration with others, cte.).

8. Real and talk about samples of writing like those students will produee. Help students respomd
tofevaluate writing and identify important traits for the writing to be effective.

2. Muodel writing and strategies/technigues for writing; arrange for students to model.

L0, Establish. display, and discuss a sct of expectations or criteria for good writing., Repeatedly
refer to the eriteria. “Talk the talk.”

T1. Fngage students in writing processes: planning, learning, drafiing, talking with others,
revising, eiiting, and publishing their work,

12. Conduct mini-lessons on writing (characteristies of forms, eriteria, strategies, cte.).

15. Talk with students about their work in progress, and arrange for students to talk with  cach
othcer. '

14. Provide students a variety of resources: saniples, praphic organizers, checklists, disgrams,
examples of writing techniyues, writing handbooks, annatated samples of writing, ctc.

I5. Display students’ writing (arrange lor it to “go public” in svme Wiy,
L6, Evaluate the wriling, applying the establisheil criteria; arrange Por students to reflect

on their work (writing or talking about it). Vollow-up, as needed, to clear up misnnderstanding of
the subject matter or inaccuracies and to help students learn.



Writer’s Reference Sheet

Follow the steps helow to help vou successfully
Wrile VOur response.
T'ocusing
¥" Read the lask to identify your purpose and
audience and the form of writing you should
Lse,
¥" Think aboul inlormation you may have
{personal experiences, current issues, and
your knowledge aboul this topic) that will
help vou fulfill the purpose in your responsc
Lo the Lask and meet the needs of the
audience,

Prewriting
v Aller reading the task and focusing your
thinking, begin to plan what you will write.

o Sclect and narrow your topic.

= Focus on your purpose by identifying a
central/controlling idea.

= ldentily your audience’s needs.

=  Cienerate and organize vour ideas and
support. (You may use graphic
UTZANIZeTs ).

Drralting

¥ Write a first draft of your responsc (o the
Lask on paper provided by your teacher.

Revising
¥ Be sure to review vour wriling [or the
following:

s Focus and attention to purpose and
audience

e Development of ideas, details, and
support

»  Clear organization, with transitions as
neueﬁ.‘iur}r

e WVariely ol senlence siruclures
Editing
v' Review vour writing and correct any errors
i sentenee siructure, word choice,
punctuation. capitalization, and spelling,

Publishing

¥ The final draft of your response must be
written in your Studenl Response Booklet,

As you revise, ask yourself these impovtant
GHestions.

When 1 organized my writing, did I

e include an attention-getting lead {such as a
quote, a question, or a statement)?

e develop the bady (with supporting details,
lransitions, and paragraphs)?

e conclude effectively (by referring back to
the lead, asking the audience (o lake action,
leaving the audience something to think
aboul, ete)?

If it is a letter, have 1

e used the correct letter form (business or
friendly)?

e supported my purpose with details?

e answered my audience’s anticipated
guestions?

If it is an editorial, have 1

& pIVEn my opinion?

e supported my opinion wilh reasons?

= pven examples, slalistics, slories, ete. o
support each reason?

II'it is an article, have 1

= Jocused on an interesting angle of the topic?

= supported my purpose with relevant idea
development?

o used lexl [eatures ellectively (sections wilth
headings, bulleted lists, etc.)?

IF it iz a speech, have 1

= el the needs of my audience?
= supported my purpose with details that will
engage the audience?

Remember to print or write neatly.
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Whitaker (11-1-03)
Preparing Prompts for On-demand Writing in the Classroom
A Checklist of Key Features of Prompts

The prompt engages students in transactive writing for a meaninghul, realistic purpose that
is relevant to their learning and their lives. The reason for writing is anthentic.

The prompt has three parts, usnally indicated in separate paragraphs with headings:
= Backyround/Situation ('T'his pari provides a realistic context for writing, one likely
te he meaningful to students. In some cases, a text, visual, graph, chart, diagram,
etc., may be included in the prompt.)
¢ Direclinus/Writing Taslk
o Scuring Criteria (The eriteria are those identified in the Kentucky Scoring Guide,
the same criteria applied to Writing Porifolios.)

Directions ask students (o write for one of these puUrpnses:

* Narrate an incident: The narrative is used to support the student’s idea, conclusion,
viewpoint, cte.

* Inform: The wriler provides information and ideas to help readers understaml
something or accomplish a task,

¢ Persuade: The writer seeks to convince readers to take action or to accepl the
writer's idea abont a Lupic,

Note: At the TIS level, prompis may include a text, and the wriling task may require the

students Lo analyze materials read and draw on them to aecomlish their purposes in

writing.

Direclivns identify readership, and purpose, The readership is @ realistic readership appropriate
for the indicaled purpose and form.

Directions arc phrased simply, concisely.
Here is a model: Writca _ (form) for {readcrship) to _ {purpuose),

Directions provide oplions for forms (grade 5: letler, article; zrade 8: letter, article, edilorial,
text for specch; grade 12: lelter. article, editorial, text for .=,'|J1IL‘.|:t:h}h,-F .

The purpose for writing is general enough for students to write with ownership, meaning the
prompt allows students to take different approaches; furm and support their own apinions,
ideas, interpretations, ete.; use different methods of develojpment; draw on their own learning
and experience; provide different forms of support, cte.

For classrosm purposes, the criteria are those identified in the Kentueky Wriling Scoring Rubrie,
though teachers may modify the language somewhat to help young students and—Ior
instructional purposes—may add criteria relevant lo students’ learning. The On-demand
Writing prompts provided by the state, however, will not require students to apply specific
content-area learning.

It the teacher’s intent is to give stuldenls experience writing indepemdently and under time
constraints, as is called for in the state assessment, then the prompt indicates the amount of time
available and states that students may not help one another during the writing process,

In some cases, the prompt encourages students to plan, drall, revise, and cdit their wriling, LI{_



Whitaker

Common Problems in Classroom Prompts for Writing Like That Called for in
the Kentucky On-demand Writing Test

1. The prompt does not call for writing with a purpese like that used in the KY
prompts: narrate an incident, persuade, inform.

2 The prompt leads students to write a personal narrative, not to narrate an incident
in order to accomplish a “transactive’” purpose.

X The prompt does nol specify an authentic reader/andience or form, or does not
specify a form used in the KY prompts.

4. The prompt “controls™ the students’ opinion, thinking, conclusion. Ii is not flexible
enough so that students can reveal their vwn thinking and ownership in the writing.

5. The purpese for writing is not authentic; the prompt asks for writing to
demonstrate learning to the teacher.

. The purpose for writing is not stated dirvectly and clearly. Or the purpose for writing
is not specilic. Students may be confused about what they are to accomplish
through the writing,

s The situation is not meaningful or may not be authentic. It is contrived and may not
relate (o students’ lives and experiences. Or the Situation section of the prompt does
not clearly or logicully relate to the Directions section.

8. The prompt does not tell students to refer to the reading materials in their writing—if any
reading materials are included in the prompi.

9. The prompt does not require idea development. It allows students {o recite
learning, summarize an activity or procedure, present information on a tepic, or relate an
incident. :

10.  Criteria for the prompt are not like those used in assessing writing for the On-demand
Writing Test.



Whitaker
Helping Students Develop as Writers
And
Prepare for the On-demand Writing Test

Some lmportanl *“Turgets’ for Instruction;

1. Understanding the different purposes called for in the state’s prompis: narrate an
incident, persuade, inform '

2. Distinguishing open-response work and work relevant to en-demund writing
J. Organizing in an I-B-C and in logical paragraphs

4. Wriling a good intraduction and a good conclusion

un

Establishing a specilic purpose: controlling idea, claim, angle, opinion, “should
statement,” elc,

6. Providing specilic, relevant, thorough support for the purpose; lacts, examples, reasons, a
story from experience, references to reading material, references to learning, charts,
diagrams, graphs, comparisons, etc,

7. Helping students understand and apply key development technigues needed for On-
demand Writing: persuasive strategies; use ol narrative to support a cluim; organizing
methodically o provide information (and including explanation with information),

8. Organizing in a methodical patlern, including “signal sentences” to indicate the purposes
of different paragraphs and to guide the reader (Example: ““What I have experienced proves
that ....”"; “There are good reasons to take action.”)

9. Providing explanations that “push’ the writer’s purpose, show idea development, and
indicate awareness of readers

10. Responding and referrving {o materiuls provided (“Givens” of the prompi: text, graph,
diagram, etc.)

Of course, ALL of the criteria in the Scoring Guide/ Writing Rubric apply to writing for the
On-demand Writing Tesl. B '



Kentucky Writing Scoring Rubric
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Sample Relecyed Promprs Spring 2007



